
  

Holes by Louis Sachar 

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a miscarriage of justice sends him to 

Camp Green Lake Juvenile Detention Centre (which isn't green and doesn't have a lake), it's not 

exactly a surprise. 

 

Every day he and the other inmates are told to dig a hole each, five foot wide by five foot deep, 

reporting anything they find. Why? The evil warden claims that it builds character, but this is a lie. 

It's up to Stanley to dig up the truth. 

 

A masterpiece of storytelling that combines sly humour with irresistible, page-turning writing. 

 

 

Ways to live forever by Sally Nicholls 

My name is Sam. 
I am eleven years old. 
I collect stories and fantastic facts. 
By the time you read this, I will probably be dead. 

Sam loves facts. 

He wants to know about UFOs and horror movies and airships and ghosts and scientists, and 
how it feels to kiss a girl. 

And because he has leukaemia, he wants to know the facts about dying. Sam needs 

answers to the questions nobody will answer 

 



 

Chinglish by Sue Cheung 

Jo Kwan is a teenager growing up in 1980s Coventry with her annoying little sister, too-cool older 

brother, a series of very unlucky pets and utterly bonkers parents. But unlike the other kids at her 

new school or her posh cousins, Jo lives above her parents' Chinese takeaway. And things can 

be tough – whether it's unruly customers or the snotty popular girls who bully Jo for being 

different. Even when she does find a BFF who actually likes Jo for herself, she still has to 

contend with her erratic dad's behaviour. All Jo dreams of is breaking free and forging a career 

as an artist. 

 

 

When Hitler stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr 

Suppose your country began to change. Suppose that without your noticing, it became 
dangerous for some people to live in it any longer, and you found, to your surprise, that your own 
father was one of those people. This is what happened to Anna in 1933. 

Anna is too busy with her schoolwork and tobogganing to listen to the talk of Hitler. But one day 
she and her brother Max are rushed out of Germany in alarming secrecy, away from everything 
they know. Their father is wanted by the Nazis. This is the start of a huge adventure, sometimes 
frightening, very often funny and always exciting. 

 

 

 



 

Melt by Ele Fountain  

Yutu lives in a remote, Arctic village with his elderly grandmother. Their traditional way of life is 
threatened by the changing snow and ice, which melts faster every year. 
 
Bea is trying to adapt to yet another new school. Worse still, her father’s new job takes up any 
spare time, and his behaviour becomes odd and secretive. On a trip she hopes will fix things, 
their fates take a drastic turn and Bea's life becomes entwined with Yutu's in a way she could 
never have imagined. 
 
Together, they are locked in a desperate race for survival. 

 

 

Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes  

ALIVE 

Twelve-year-old Jerome doesn't get into trouble. He goes to school. He does his homework. He 

takes care of his little sister. 

Then Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. 

DEADAs a ghost, watching his family trying to cope with his death, Jerome begins to notice other 

ghost boys. 

Each boy has a story and they all have something in common...Bit by bit, Jerome begins to 

understand what really happened - not just to him, but to all of the ghost boys. 



 

The girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her cartographer father once 
mapped. 

When her friend disappears, she volunteers to guide the search. The world beyond the walls is a 
monster-filled wasteland – and beneath the dry rivers and smoking mountains, a fire demon is 
stirring from its sleep. 

Soon, following her map, her heart and an ancient myth, Isabella discovers the true end of her 
journey: to save the island itself. 

 

 

Little bits of sky by S.E Durrant 

It's 1987 and Ira and Zac are being uprooted once again, this time to Skilly House, a 
home for social care children. Their lives over the next few years are beautifully 
realised amongst the antipathy of the authorities, the drama of the poll tax riots and 
the moments of peace and hope Ira finds at Skilly and further afield. This is a 
memorable and moving tale about growing up, making friends and finding a home. 

 

 



 

Tyger by S.F Said 

Adam has found something incredible in a rubbish dump in London. A mysterious, mythical, 

magical animal. A TYGER. And the tyger is in danger. 

 

Adam and his friend Zadie are determined to help, but it isn't just the tyger's life at stake. Their 

whole world is on the verge of destruction. Can they learn to use their powers before it's too late? 

 

 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander  

‘With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . . 

The court is SIZZLING. 

My sweat is DRIZZLING. 

Stop all that quivering. 

Cuz tonight I'm delivering’ 

 

12-year-old Josh and his twin Jordan have basketball in their blood. They’re kings of the court, 

star players for their school team. Their father used to be a champion player and they each want 

nothing more than to follow in his footsteps. 

Both on and off the court, there is conflict and hardship which will test Josh’s bond with his 

brother. In this heartfelt novel in verse, the boys find that life doesn’t come with a play-book and 

it's not all about winning. 


