
 

The Lighthouse by Alex Bell  

From the second they set foot on the island to join their dad and his new family, Jess and Rosie 

feel that something’s wrong. Nightmares haunt their dreams and there seems to be someone, or 

something, else with them in the lighthouse – their home for the summer. 

 

Counting down the days until they can leave, Jess and Rosie decide to investigate. But when 

Rosie disappears, the countdown takes on a new meaning. Especially when no one but Jess 

remembers Rosie at all… 

 

When I see blue by Lily Bailey  

There are 4 things you should know about Ben: 

1. He's 12 years old 

2. He's the new kid at school 

3. His special number is 4 

4. He has a bully in his brain 

 

Sometimes Ben's brain makes him count to 4 to prevent bad things happening. Sometimes it 

makes him tap or blink in 4s. Mostly it makes the smallest things feel impossible. And with a new 

school, a moody big brother, an absent dad and a mum battling her own demons, Ben feels more 

out of control than ever. But then he meets April, and with his new friend, Ben might finally figure 

out how to stand up to the bully in his brain, once and for all. 

 



 

 

The door of no return by Kwame Alexander  

Eleven-year-old Kofi Offin has dreams of water, of its urgent whisper that beckons with promises 

and secrets. He has heard the call on the banks of Upper Kwanta, West Africa, where he lives. 

He loves these things above all else: his family, the fireside tales of his father’s father, a girl 

named Ama, and, of course, swimming. But when the unthinkable – a sudden death – occurs 

during a festival between rival villages, Kofi ends up in a fight for his life. What happens next will 

send him on a harrowing journey across land and sea, and away from everything he loves. Yet 

Kofi’s dreams may be the key to his freedom… 

 

 

Roll of Thunder hear my cry by Mildred D.Taylor 

The Mississippi of the 1930s was a hard place for a black child to grow up in, but still Cassie 

didn't understand why farming his own land meant so much to her father. During that year, 

though, when the night riders were carrying hatred and destruction among her people, she 

learned about the great differences that divided them, and when it was worth fighting for a 

principle even if it brought terrible hardships. 

 

 



 

The other side of truth by Beverley Naidoo 

When twelve-year-old Sade's mother is killed, she and her little brother Femi are forced to flee 

from their home in Nigeria to Britain. They're not allowed to tell anyone - not even their best 

friends - as their whole journey is secret, dangerous - and illegal. Their dad promises to follow 

when he can, but once the children arrive in London, things go from bad to worse when they're 

abandoned by the people, they had been told would protect them. 

 

Sade faces challenge after challenge - but her dad has always taught her to stand up for what is 

right, and to tell the truth no matter what. And with that strength of spirit in her heart, Sade will 

find the courage to fight for the new, happy life she, Femi and her dad deserve. 

 

Once. By Morris Gleitzman 

Felix has been living in an orphanage for three years and eight months when the men in 

armbands arrive to burn the books. 

 

Going on the run in search of his parents, Felix soon learns that Poland in 1942 is not a safe 

place for Jewish boys. But can his gift for storytelling keep him one step ahead of the Nazis and 

help him find his parents? 

 

After all, everybody deserves to have something good in their life at least once. 

 



 

Ravens Gate by Anthony Horowitz 

Matt has always known he has unusual powers. Raised in foster care, he is sent to Yorkshire on 

a rehabilitation programme, only to find himself in the midst of sinister goings-on. Matt 

investigates and uncovers a terrible secret – eight guardians are protecting the world from the 

Old Ones, beings banished long ago by five children. But devil worshippers want to let the Old 

Ones back in... 

 

 

Coraline by Neil Gaiman 

There is something strange about Coraline's new home. 

 

It's not the mist, or the cat that always seems to be watching her, nor the signs of danger that 

Miss Spink and Miss Forcible, her new neighbours, read in the tea leaves. It's the other house - 

the one behind the old door in the drawing room. 

 

Another mother and father with black-button eyes and papery skin are waiting for Coraline to join 

them there. And they want her to stay with them. For ever. She knows that if she ventures 

through that door, she may never come back. 

 

 

 

 



 

Smile by Raina Telgemeier 

Raina just wanted to be a normal girl, but one night after Girl Scouts she trips and falls severely 
injuring her two front teeth. 

What follows is a long and frustrating journey with on-again, off-again braces, surgery, 
embarrassing headgear and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. And on top of all that, 
there's still more to deal with: a major earthquake, boy confusion and friends who turn out to not 
be so friendly. 

 


